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The god of Money 
 

Serving God is and has been such an immense honor and pleasure, 

to be able to look back now on so many instances of His 

Faithfulness and love to us personally, all over the globe, is just 

amazing. One of the major things that we have had to get right in 

our minds in order to be free to serve and obey God, is the place of 

money. 

We were living in Germany as missionaries and God had provided a 

small space for us in Munich rent free. To be honest we had found 

living in Germany quite tough, we were about to learn the 

importance of not only hearing but also obeying the voice of God. 

Helen & I were a couple of years now into this ‘new thing’ this new 

pursuit that God had led us into. This new pursuit that was all about 

God, not ministry and not people but Him, pursuing Him, all for 

Him, Worshipping Him, Loving Him and learning to rely on Him. 

Learning that any gift from God was enough because He is 

sufficient, learning that He is Good! 

We were living in Germany with little language and lots of faith. 

One night as I was sitting with God, pretty desperate to be quite 

honest, I said to Him. “What is up here? When do we get a break?” 

We were living in a miraculously supplied rent free space that we 

had set apart solely for Him, yet we were sleeping on a fold out 

couch in sleeping bags. Money and our day to day life was still very 

tight. 

That very night I heard God say to me “Go down to Israel and visit 

with your mentors for a couple of weeks.” As soon as I heard this I 

thought yeah right! Where is the money for that going to come 

from? Money to pay our everyday living costs was concerning us let 

alone the thought of International airfares so I dismissed it. I just 

couldn’t see how it could possibly be done. 

But God is never inadequate in getting His message through to us, 

so He keep repeating this message to me, “You can go down to 

Israel and visit with your mentors for a couple of weeks.” I shared it 

with Helen and she said to me that it seemed right to her. But still 

the overwhelming thought of how to pay our grocery bills was more 

in my mind and a concern rather than considering international 

airfares and costs to get us from Germany to Israel.  

So we just pushed the idea away. A few days later I was with the 

guy who was providing our living space for us rent free. I mentioned 

to him what we believed God had said and His response was “Great 

so when are you going?” I replied “well were not, we don’t have any 

money to buy the tickets.” He looked at me a bit funnily and then 

said “I don’t understand, you’re telling me that you believe that God 

asked you to do this right?” I said yes, He said “are you doubting 

that It was God that said this to you?” I said “no, I believe it was 

God and so does Helen.” Then he repeated his question, “So when 

are you leaving?” And I repeated my answer “well were not leaving 

as we don’t have the money to buy the tickets.” 

From living in Europe I had already discovered that they view 

money very differently, it isn’t idolised like I have seen in the new 



worlds, they don’t believe that everything revolves around it. It is 

seen more as a commodity rather than the central point of 

everything, but I still didn’t get what he was on about? 

Then suddenly it all dawned on  me, I came to the awful revelation 

that I was consulting the god of money as to whether or not I 

should obey the God of Israel. You see the God of Israel had clearly 

said to me, in response to my desperate cry of please can we have a 

break? “Sure, Go to Israel for a couple of weeks.” I had then 

checked in with the god of money to get his permission and his 

response to me was “no way, don’t do that I won’t allow you, stay 

here and stay small and crushed by fear.” This was a massive 

revelation to me and over time I have seen that what was revealed 

was actually my view of God. Let alone my procedure in hearing the 

voice of God. 

 

My view of God 

I didn’t believe that my Father God would provide for me. I honestly 

believed that if I went out and spent money that I didn’t yet have 

that He had asked me to spend, that I would be left ‘holding the 

baby’ as it were, that I would be abandoned. There is a whole 

massive area here of moving from an orphan spirit, ‘I am not OK, I 

have no Father’, to a Sprit of sonship, where we ‘know that we are 

loved sons of the loving, caring limitless God.’ When we do as He is 

asking, then of course there is always enough to cover the bills. (See 

Matthew 6:24-34) especially v24 “No one can serve two masters. 

For you will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

& v33 Instead, be concerned above everything else with the 

Kingdom of God and with what He requires of you, and He will 

provide you with all these other things. 

When it comes to life plans and our destiny under God, if all of your 

thought and concentration is on money then you need to reprioritise 

some things in your mind. Money isn’t the God of the universe, 

the god of Israel is the God of the universe, and money when 

correctly held up to Him should be very insignificant and not the 

great big centre of everything. If it is the great big centre of 

everything, then shift your centre. Begin new habits of centring and 

meditating on God and His word, not whatever it is that you are 

centring and meditating on now. 

 

Hearing the voice of God. 

I also had discovered that my procedure for hearing the voice of God 

included checking in with my bank balance, to seek permission from 

my bank balance. If I didn’t have the funds or the faith to see the 

funds come then I simply disobeyed or disregarded what I believed 

that God had asked of me. This is NOT a good plan for becoming 

greater in the Kingdom of God. You probably will impress your 

friends with your good sense, but it will do nothing for the balance 

of your Faith account. When faith is required we can either take a 



risk and put ourselves in the position to see if God is good or not, or 

we can shrink away and just assume that He isn’t. 

This wasn’t a very nice revelation; I needed to get a new view of 

God. Was He Father God? Good, true and Faithful, who would 

always provide what was needed to do what He asked? (John 3:16, 

2Cor 1:3-5) Was what the Bible says about Him true? Or was He the 

sort of God that would get you to over extend, to take a risk and then 

drop you on your face saying “Ha, told you so! You got that wrong! 

Now you will suffer so that you learn not to take risks.” The second 

option here is clearly the voice of the enemy of God, wanting to 

dictate my view of God. That is “God as the Godfather rather than as 

God the Father.” (1)  

When we truly truly get this and believe it, then following and 

obeying the voice of God becomes such a wonderful joy and a 

wonderful adventure. He is Good and we can trust Him. But if we 

just have this truth as knowledge then it will not be enough. Just 

knowledge isn’t enough to have you take risks, or do things that are 

culturally unacceptable. But if this becomes heart knowledge and 

especially if you fall in love with the one who is asking or granting 

you these things, then it becomes very easy. Because when you are 

in love, extreme acts and things done to excess and taking risks all 

become normal and even expected. 

Faith is something that God joys to grow within us, we don’t start 

out with life or livelihood risking faith but it is the goal I believe for 

ever believer to get to this point, that we would be willing to risk all 

or surrender all for Him. If you want God to become bigger in your 

life, then you need to not only be making more time and space for 

this relationship, but also be making other gods smaller in your life. 

The 2
nd

 of the 10 commandments is. Exodus 20v4 “Do not make 

idols of any kind, whether in the shape of birds or animals or fish. 
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You must never worship or bow down to them, for I, the Lord your 

God, am a jealous God who will not share your affection with any 

other god! 

Here God has told us that He is a jealous God, He is jealous over us, 

He does care where our affections lie and whether or not we trust 

Him, these things do matter to God. When we say we love and trust 

God, we need to mean that we actually love and trust God. When 

Jesus was asked “which is the greatest commandment in the law?” 

His answer was “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all 

of your mind and with all of your soul,” Quoting Deuteronomy 6:5 

then He said “this is the first and greatest commandment the second 

is like it. Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

I believe killing idolatries of money and status are stepping stones to 

this goal. We cannot be loving God and our neighbours like God 

intends for us until we ‘get over ourselves’, we won’t have any 

focus left to give to God or others if it is all on us, or our money, our 

possessions or worse, someone else’s money and possessions. This 

is a wonderful key to freedom, with our eyes on Jesus the author and 

perfector of our Faith. 

 

 



Is this just for professionals like missionaries? 

Just this week I have heard from some good friends of ours who are 

very financially stretched at the moment. They are lovers of God 

who hold a job in the market place. They are in the middle of a 

building project, building a house on a property that they believe is 

God’s idea and inspiration. They have bought land away from their 

normal area and have just commenced building. In the past years we 

have had conversations with them about bank managers that had told 

the wife she “had to go back to work or there would be no loan.” 

They sought God and believed He was saying “no you don’t have to 

go back to work but you will need to trust Me.” She didn’t get a job 

and they were granted the loan. There are many stories of how they 

have stuck to what they have heard from God, even as well meaning 

friends and others have advised them of much quicker and easier 

routes. 

Now just last week we have heard that these hard working employed 

people have been offered rent free accommodation for the remaining 

time that they are building their home, for as long as it is needed! 

This hugely helps them financially taking the big rent payments out 

of their monthly budget. They are very directly experiencing the 

love and supernatural provision of an involved caring Father. 

This is for everyone. 

God does speak, we do hear, it is OK to back ourselves that God has 

given us enough to hear. We must defeat the giants in our lives that 

will scream at us, fear will want us. 

Sold out 

If you want to call yourself a sold out lover of Jesus then you need 

to hold hearing from Him and your obedience to what you hear Him 

say, above your fear and obedience to the god of money, or anything 

else. 

Did we end up going to Israel on that trip? I am happy to say that 

we did. We realised the error of the priorities of gods in our hearts, 

and we booked tickets on our credit card, we had a wonderful time 

away and with our mentors and yes we were able to pay the credit 

card amount in full when it was due. 

I am obviously not suggesting a brain off, just spend money 

theology here, I am suggesting that the position of Father God in our 

hearts and our trust in Him needs to be above everything else, and 

that if God asks something of us and we have this confirmed then 

we should step into it. Not to do this doggedly either, there have 

been times when we have stepped out in Faith only to sense a check 

that what we were doing wasn’t right, so stopped. Also times when 

what God wanted was our willingness to jump, and then once we 

had done that He has let us know to put it down. Don’t just hear 

from God. Be in such a relationship with Him that you are hearing 

and continually hearing. Intimacy isn’t supposed to be a one off 

momentary event, it is supposed to be the very nature of our 

walk. 

May you have a very mature, extremely intimate and wonderful 

walk with your Good heavenly Father. 
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